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Notes:
Using this file: Use the minimise feature to hide 
subtopics as you explore through this. Give a copy 
to each pupil to add to.
Un-arrange sections and get pupils to re-assemble
Disasters:
Triggers: Some disasters might start off from 
natural trigger but really turn into a disaster when 
humans get involved.
Some may have a trigger from a man-made event 
(chopping down trees) and as a result increased 
flooding (natural events)
Comparing: when comparing two disasters look 
for connections between them, especially in terms 
of factors and outcomes/recommendations.

Human Factors
Positive and 
negative reactions, 
actions, or 
decisions that 
were made before, 
during and after the 
event. Were there 
negligent or criminal 
actions taken?

Equipment Factors
Did equipment fail 
through negligence or 
because it was not 
designed for the size/
stress of the even?

Chain of 
Events

Trigger: What 
started the 
disaster?

Event order: 
What were the 
main events 
and the 
actions/
reactions and 
decisions that 
humans made 
in response

Outcomes: 
Damage to humans: 
Loss of life, injury
Damage to Environment: 
Pollution, animal loss 
etc.
Damage to Property: 
Cost, amount of 
devastation
Conclusions/
Recommendations/
Lessons Learned
What has changed 
since the disaster? Who 
or what got the blame? 
Have decisions been 
made on how to stop a 
re-occurrence or to 
minimise the impact of a 
re-occurrence?

Natural Factors
Events from nature.
Can be "Acts of God" 
or caused by 
humans.
Natural factors may 
crop up more than 
once in a disaster. i.e. 
earthquake can be 
followed by diseases

EarthquakesEpidemics, 
Plagues, 
Diseases

SARS

Tsunami

Fire

Forest Structures

Transport 
Disasters

Aircraft/ 
Space Craft

Bus Train

Nature/ 
Natural 

Centered 
Events

Human 
Responses/ 

reactions/ 
Decisions

Fear

Survival of 
fittest

Courage

What is the 
difference  
between a 

disaster and 
an accident?

Key 
Questions:

What is the 
chain of 
events?

What was the 
trigger event?

How did 
humans/ 

animal life and 
the 

environment 
respond/
react?

Who is to 
blame?

What are the 
main lessons 
to learn from 

this?

How can we 
minimise or 
prevent the 
same thing 
happening 

again?

Boat

Cars:
Multiple pile 

ups

Definition

Is war a 
disaster?

An event that 
causes 

serious loss, 
destruction, 

unhappiness, 
hardship or 

death.

Bombing

Multiple 
shooting

Factors

Fire

Collapse of 
Structure: 

Bridge, 
Building etc

Extreme 
Weather: 

Drought, Heat 
Wave, 

Freezing Tornado/ 
Hurricane/ 

Strong Winds

Plague of 
animal life i.e. 

locusts

Famine

Floods

Volcanic

Water

Mud slide

Avalanches

Industrial 
Accidents: 

Gas leaks or 
explosions

Stampedes

Sport

Mass Poisoning 
or product 

contaminations

Deliberate 
Terriorist or 

Larger scale 
mass murder 

events

Cult events:
WACO, JONES 

Poisoning

What types of 
disasters are 
more common 

and why?

Have the 
patterns of 
disasters 

changed over 
time? Why?

Are there 
common 

elements or 
connections 

between 
disasters?

Mistakes

Great 
Decisions in 

heat of 
moment

Sacrifice

Teamwork

Self-
Preservation

Adrenalin

Body 
Response

SweatFrozen 
muscles

Bowl 
movements

Is a disaster 
worse if it 

caused more 
dollar damage 
or human life 
damage? If so 
what are the 
Worlds worst 

disasters?

Types


