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Lesson Plan 

Famous People 
 
Introduction 
 
Students often read about famous people without considering the relevance of life stages. Attitudes, events and 
decisions early in life shape options and achievements later in life. This activity encourages students to apply 
information about famous adults to their own lives.  
 
Objectives 
 
Students will: 
 

• confidence and competence in using oral language to generate, clarify and extend their understandings 
of what they observe, feel, hear and read through personal reflection and interaction with others  

• ability to communicate ideas orally and in writing to a variety of peer, adult and group audiences with 
confidence, sensitivity, fluency and clarity  

• respect for the ideas, language and communication styles of others and ability to respond sensitively and 
thoughtfully  

• maturity of thought in interpreting, evaluating the effectiveness of, and responding to various media and 
print materials  

• ability to think intuitively and imaginatively and to evaluate ideas, processes, experiences and objects in 
meaningful contexts (CCT)  

• ability to use language for differing audiences and purposes which are relevant to them (C)  
ability to treat others with respect (PSVS 

• ·  list achievements of older persons; 
• ·  identify events and decisions that shape options and achievements later in life; 
• · discuss values and personal traits that help in overcoming obstacles; and 
• ·  design a project applying information gained about famous persons. 

 

Materials 
 
Handouts: Famous People 
 
Procedures 
 
1. Distribute the "Famous People" handout. Ask students what they already know about persons on the list. 
2. Each student can choose a different person from the list. Students will use the library card catalog and 
Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature as sources of information on their research subjects. Several sources 
should be used, including biographies, magazine articles and an encyclopedia. 
3. Distribute the "Life Stages" and "Life Factors" handouts, on which students will take notes. 
4. After they have researched their subjects and taken notes on the handouts, organize students into small 
discussion groups of four or five in which they share the results of their work. An appointed recorder for each 
group should complete blank "Life Stages" and "Life Factors" handouts based on the reports from the group. 
Each group should seek a consensus on the question, "Is there one single factor that helped all of your famous 
people?" 
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5. After 
all groups reach consensus, each group member should briefly highlight the factors which influenced the 
accomplishments of his or her person, followed by the group spokespersons, who report on commonalities 
observed among the famous persons researched. 
6. Have students write a summary of the factors that made their subjects famous. 
 
Extension Activities 
 
·  Have students prepare a silhouette symbol, collage or drawing that represents the field of achievement of the 
person researched. These can be used for group presentations or bulletin board displays. 
·  Individuals can be successful in their own lives whether or not history records them among the few who 
became famous. Ask students to write an essay on their personal goals, applying the insights they learned from 
their class research on famous people. What kind of person do you (students) want to become? How have the 
values and goals of the person you researched changed from when he or she was younger? As you grow older 
and continue to mature, how do you think your own goals might change? 

WWW REFS:  
www.nzedge.co.nz 
http://www.biography.com/  
http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/biomak2.htm  
http://www.elibrary.com  
http://www.infoplease.com/people.html  
http://www.absolutefacts.com/index.htm  
http://allthesecrets.8m.com/  
http://www.manager.co.nz/biografs.htm  
http://www.gipsyland.com/frame/Famous.htm  
 

Key Words 
Personality, heroes, famous, star, influential, biography 
General Keys: their name, their field of endeavour, 
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Investigation into a Famous Life 

As an investigative reporter you will need to take responsibility for tracking your own 
progress and to really come to grips with your assignment. We want a well researched 
investigation that shows you have got under the skin of your chosen famous person. 
 

q Choose the famous person 
q Write down four information sources you will get information from. Two must be written and one must 

involve communication media. 
1.          
2.         
3.         
4.         

q Write three investigation questions that show your thinking about the topic 
1.          
2.         
3.         

q Design your concept map and add to it to make it complete over time 
q A timeline summarising the ten most important dates about your person 
q A picture/drawing of them 
q A couple of paragraphs about their life in general. 
q Your answers to the questions below and your one’s above. Put this information into a sensible or 

logical order. Ask yourself which information will help support new insights? Which information will 
be thrown away? 

Key Questions 
Biography Questions 

• In what ways was their life remarkable?  
• In what ways was their life admirable?  
• What human qualities were most influential in shaping the way this person lived and influenced his or 

her times?  
• Which quality or trait proved most troubling and difficult?  
• Which quality or trait was most beneficial in helping them become famous?  
• Did this person make any major mistakes or bad decisions? If so, what were they and how would you 

have chosen and acted differently if you were in their shoes?  
• What are the two or three most important lessons you or any other young person might learn from the 

way this person lived?  
• An older person or mentor is often very important in shaping the lives of gifted people by providing 

guidance and encouragement. To what extent was this true of your person? Explain.  
• Many people act out of a "code" or a set of beliefs which dictate choices. It may be religion or politics 

or a personal philosophy. To what extent did your person act by a code or act independently of any set 
of beliefs? Were there times when the code was challenged and impossible to follow?  

• What do you think it means to be famous? Was your person famous?" Why? Why not? How is being 
famous different from being a hero or a celebrity? 

 
q Choose two activities from:  

o 10 question Who am I quiz?  
o Crossword about their life 
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o Find a Word covering their life 
o Drawing of the person… if possible accentuate a trait they had 
o Poem about them … free form 
o Digital camera portrait of objects that represent them. Must consist of three objects representing 

them as a person… arrange them carefully.. background? include a paragraph explaining your 
choices 

o One minute oral speech with OHP main ideas support 
o See the “New Activities’ board 

q Bibliography 
q Include these sheets and the marking rubric with your chart 

 

You are involved in the research process… 
Deciding: Selecting and narrowing a topic. Writing questions 
Finding: Identifying and locating appropriate resources (Skimming, scanning) 
Using: Selecting infroamtion 
Recording: Synthesizing is like moving puzzle pieces about until a picture emerges. Instead of cardboard 
pieces, you are moving ideas and facts. 
Presenting:  your information: You can choose the format… it may be a wall chart or poster, on pad or 
computer A4 
Evaluating: Reviewing how well you went according to the original task… did you get off- track? What would 
you do next time? 
 

Your payout will be as follows: 
Concept Map  /5% 
Research Skills (include all notes taken)  /15% 
Response to questions/directions above  /40% 
Two activities /15% 
Presentation (Proofreading, design etc) /15% 
Getting under the skin /10% 
 /100% (Your Total) 
 
Your evaluation of how you went (fill out before handing in). How did you respond to the information process? 
How well did you achieve your goals? 
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Who am I? 

Am I Famous or just 
well known/popular?  
 

Movie 
Jane Campion 
Peter Jackson 
Bruno Lawrence 
Geoff Murphy 
Sam Neill 
Ian Mune 
Anna Pacquin 
Graeme Revell  
Vincent Ward 
Peter Jackson 
Lucy Lawless 
 

Music 
Abel Tasmans 
Ardijah 
Blam Blam Blam 
Crowded House 
Dance Exponents 
DD Smash 
Dragon 
Father Time 
Hello Sailor 
Herbs 
Jean Paul Satre Experience 
MiSex 
Netherworld Dancing Toys 
Ragnarok 
Screaming Mee Mees 
Sheerlux 
Shona Laing 
Space Waltz 
Split Enz 
Suburban Reptiles 
Tall Dwarfs 
The Bats 
The Body Electric 
The Chills 
The Dudes 
The Enemy 
The Exponents 
The Front Lawn 
The Johnnies 
The Mockers 

The Muttonbirds 
The Narcs 
The Residents 
The Swingers 
The Verlaines 
Thin Red Line 
Douglas Lilburn Composer 
Midge Marsden  
The Warratahs  
Michael Houston 
Dame Kiri te Kanawa 
Lili Kraus 
Douglas Lilburn 
Noel Mangin 
Dame Malvina Major 
Donald McIntyre 
Oscar Natzke (sp?) 

Literature 
Murray Ball 
James K. Baxter 
Ian Cross 
Barry Crump 
Alan Duff 
Stevan Eldred-Grigg 
A.R.D. (Rex) Fairbairn 
Janet Frame 
Maurice Gee 
Denis Glover 
Patricia Grace 
Keri Hulme (1) 
Sam Hunt 
Robin Hyde 
Witi Ihimaera 
John A. Lee 
Margaret Mahy 
Katherine Mansfield 
Gordon McLaughlan 
Dame Ngaio Marsh 
Frank Sargeson 
Maurice Shadbolt 
C. K. Stead 
Hone Tuwhare 
Keri Hulme  

Fine Art 
Rita Angus 
Neil Dawson 
Francis Hodgson 
C. F. Goldie (but which one!) 
Robyn Kahukiwa 
Colin McCahon 
Olivia Spencer-Bower 

Lew Summers 
Bill Sutton 

 Humour 
John Clarke (Fred Dagg) 
Barry Crump 
Sam Hunt 
Billy T James 
Gordon McLauchlan 
Pamela Stevenson 
Rima te Wiata 

Other 
Rewi Alley  
Chris Amon  
Robert Davidson  
Al Deere  
Sir Roger Douglas  
Sir Harold  
Gillies Ernest Godward  
Hone Heke  
Sir Edmund Hillary  
Bernard Freyberg  
Fred Hollows  
Vaughan Jones  
Sir Archibald McIndoe  
Bruce McLaren  
Colin Murdoch  
Air Marshall Keith Park  
Richard Pearse  
Lord [Ernest] Rutherford 
Mark Todd  
Captain Charles Upham  
John Walker Athlete 
Sir Maui Pomare Maori Leader 
Peter Blake 
Jack Lovelock Athlete  
Rod Dixon  
Jean Batten  
Peter Snell  
Alex von Tunzelman  
Rachel Hunter  
Danyon Loader  


